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Continuous Backup

Continuous Backup™ and Why It’s Smarter

Continuous Online Backup, the patented system only available with Zendal Backup, is the best solution because it 

means we are always watching your files and looking for changes. Whenever a change is detected, our continuous 

online backup engine immediately extracts the changes, compresses them, encrypts them, and securely transfers 

them to our data center.

Most online backup tools do scheduled backups. Scheduling means your PC has to be online and running when the 

backup happens at its scheduled time. For example, an administrator may set the backup to happen at 8:00pm 

every night. If your PC is shut down at that time, your online backup fails and you have to wait for the next       

schedule to kick in.

Instead of one big backup at a pre-scheduled time, we do many tiny backups throughout the day. Each little change 

you make = a little backup you’ll likely never notice, because those smaller backups happen faster. And since there 

is no schedule to miss, you will never miss an opportunity to have your files backed up, nor have to manually back 

them up. 

But that’s not the only problem.

If you're busy working on your PC when the schedule kicks in, the backup will make your PC seem slow. Most people 

get frustrated and click "Cancel" – thus, another missed backup. Of course, you can always run the backup manually 

later. But that's just one more thing you have to remember to do – and that defeats the purpose of automatic 

backup.

What's Wrong with a Scheduled Backup?

How Is Continuous Backup Different?



No. These new versions are usually much smaller than the original file – a fraction of the size, in fact. This is because 

our backup engine compares each new file to the last version stored. It then extracts the changed data to create a 

"delta" file. This delta is stored on our servers as a separate version of the file. You can later recover the original file 

or any of the versions while only using a fraction of the storage space.

Imagine you are working on a 100KB document. You then add a few paragraphs. The backup engine is able to 

extract perhaps 5KB worth of changes and performs a backup. Then the next day, you edit it again, it will result in 

another 10KB of changes. This document will be stored as the original 100KB file, plus 2 versions of 5KB and 10KB 

each. You have the ability to restore the complete file as it existed at each of those 3 points in time. The backup 

will, however, only use 100+5+10=115KB of storage space.

Every time your files change, the new versions of each file will be backed up automatically. But that doesn’t mean 

we discard previous versions. In fact, the service will keep three previous versions by default, and can be set to keep 

up to 28.

It’s just a smarter solution for you and the way you work.

Zendal Backup Keeps Multiple Versions of Each File

File Versioning Copy

But Don’t Multiple Versions = Lots More Storage Memory?

Maybe We Should Use an Example to Explain:


